ARMS AND POLICY

man of any great power thought of it except as a means of advanc-
ing the immediate interest of his own country. Basic Anglo-French
disagreements began almost as soon as the treaty was signed. Judg-
ing from the general American tendency at that time to take the

been even sharper had the United States government continued an
active interest in European affairs. The government of France, the
great power most interested in maintaining the settlement, was
weak Consequently the League, although it did good work on a
number of minor international matters, could do nothing with ref-'
erence to important political questions. Even when outside aid was
offered to it, for instance, when Stimson, then Hoover's secretary of
state, offered to join in action against the Japanese doings in Man-
churia in 1931, still its members refused to move. Without armed
forces of its own, such an international body, as the lucid French-
man Leon Bourgeois truly told the peace conference of 1919, could
be only a shadow.

The impotence of the League was reflected in the atmosphere of
its proceedings. A witty and well-known journalist, .Gerald W.
Johnson, writing in the internationalist New "York Herald Tribune
on December 28, 1944, describes that atmosphere in terms whose
substance is confirmed by masses of other witnesses: ". . . at Geneva
.,. fantastic stuff . . . held the center of the stage." The League
*. . . came to be regarded as a sort of international wailing wall, a
place for breast-beating and bawling, rather than for serious busi-
ness. It used to attract, especially from this country and Great Brit-
ain, throngs of worthy but rather desiccated virgins whose inten-
tions were marvelous, but who obviously had no sense; with the re-
sult that many people came to believe that no other type frequented
the place/*

In part the difficulties in the way of making a durable peace in
1919 arose inevitably out of the nature of the previous war. We saw
in Chapter I that the peace of 1815 was achieved by methods alien
to those of prolonged mass warfare, and that the American peace
of 1865 is still defective. The efforts and sacrifices of 1914-18 had
been so great that on both sides of tike western front every govern-
ment had felt itself compelled to whip up the fighting spirit of its
own people by systematic propaganda intended to show the right-
eousness of fts own cause, together with the satanic wickedness of